
WHERE WE ARE IN PLACE AND TIME  University School KINDERGARTEN K 
An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between, and the interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations from local and global perspectives.  

Central Idea:  Humans rely on systems for food production.  

Lines of inquiry.  An inquiry into... 

1. where foods come from (connection)  
2. systems of food production and distribution  (function)  
3. important meals, local and global  (perspective)  

Key Concepts: 
Connection: How is it linked to another thing? 
Function: How does it work? 
Perspective: What are the points of view? 

Related Concepts: 
Growth 
Systems 
Celebrations 

Learner Profile: 
Inquirers 
Knowledgeable 
Thinkers 

Approaches to Learning: 
Thinking skills  
Communication skills 
Research skills 

BIG IDEAS AND OTHER CONNECTIONS 

Social Studies: Celebrations and traditions, buying and selling, mapping, transportation, how foods get to stores 

Science:  Plant life and growth, food groups, STEM activities: gravity, buoyancy, why apples turn brown 

Math:  Counting, graphs, cycles, measurement, reading numbers on labels, timeline of harvests, math in cooking 

Language Arts: Literature connections, writing recipes 

Art:  Shapes in foods, drawing, shape pizza 

Library:  Multi-week unit on foods; gratitude in books 

Music:  Food songs, inserting foods to make beats 

PE:  Food to market relay, parachute popcorn and pizza 

Spanish:  Food words in Spanish; harvest festivals in Spanish-speaking countries 

Social Justice: Diversity in a culture’s foods; Justice > fairness issues 



WHERE WE ARE IN PLACE AND TIME  University School FIRST GRADE 1 
An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between, and the interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations from local and global perspectives.  

Central Idea:  People and places change over time.  

Lines of inquiry.  An inquiry into... 

1.  maps and their uses (form) 
2.  how timelines connect us to history (connection) 
3.  how people’s lives and places change over time (change) 

Key Concepts: 
Form: What is it like? 
Change: How is it transforming? 
Connection: How is it linked to another thing? 

Related Concepts: 
History 
Models 
Change / Continuity 

Learner Profile: 
Knowledgeable 
Thinkers 
 

Approaches to Learning: 
Communication skills  
Research skills 

BIG IDEAS AND OTHER CONNECTIONS 

Social Studies: mapping, place in space, timelines, differences and change in communities 

Science:  coding, examining changes to and impact of technology over time 

Math: geometry, telling time, chronology, calendar skills, comparing numbers 

Language Arts: descriptive writing, personal narrative writing 

Art:  Growth and deterioration; maps  

Library: The history of school; maps of real and imaginary places; mapping the library  

Music: Iconic notation as a musical “map,” musicians who change over time (Tito Puente book)  

PE:  Staying on ‘the track’ for warmups.  Hiking trail maps . 

Spanish: Maps of Spanish speaking countries, map/directional vocabulary, Hispanic Heritage Month  

Social Justice:  Respectful engagement with all people; curiosity about the lived experiences of others 



WHERE WE ARE IN PLACE AND TIME  University School SECOND GRADE 2 
An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between, and the interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations from local and global perspectives.  

Central Idea:  Our interconnection to history influences an understanding of personal change.      

Lines of inquiry.  An inquiry into... 

1. the change in self over time (change) 
2. the transformation of our communities (connection) 
3. the interpretation of history (perspective) (function) 

Key Concepts: 
Form: What is it like? 
Change: How is it transforming? 

Related Concepts: 
Geography 
Community 
Change / Continuity 

Learner Profile: 
Knowledgeable 
Reflective 

Approaches to Learning: 
Thinking skills 
Research skills 
Communication skills 

BIG IDEAS AND OTHER CONNECTIONS 

Social Studies: maps, timelines, local and national history, comparing physical features of communities 

Science:  development of technology, architecture, transportation, engineering and technology 

Math: measurement  

Language Arts: personal narrative, informative writing (biography), compare and contrast, asking and answering, text features 

Art: Landscapes, maps, cities  

Library: History of Bloomington’s town square.  Other squares around the world (Times, Trafalgar, Tienamen, Red, etc)  

Music: Hand clapping games and rhymes; folk songs; how popular music and the role of music in the community has changed over 

time; what makes Bloomington musically unique   

PE:  Change in sports equipment, new stadiums, changing uniforms create new merchandise, older/historical games  

Spanish: Spanish hand-clapping games; look at squares/plaza in Spanish speaking countries  

Social Justice: Diversity in social, cultural, political, and historical contexts 



WHERE WE ARE IN PLACE AND TIME  University School THIRD GRADE 3 
An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between, and the interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations from local and global perspectives.  

Central Idea:  People migrate in response to opportunities and challenges.  

Lines of inquiry.  An inquiry into... 

1. the diversity of our community (connection) 
2. factors that affect human movement (causation) 
3. historical and contemporary immigration (change) 

Key Concepts: 
Change: How is it transforming? 
Connection: How is it linked to another thing? 
Causation:  Why is it as it is? 

Related Concepts: 
Culture             Tradition 
Adaptation       Continuity  
 

Learner Profile: 
Open-minded 
Risk Takers 
Reflective 

Approaches to Learning: 
Thinking skills 
Communication skills 

BIG IDEAS AND OTHER CONNECTIONS 

Social Studies: Local history, Native American history, timelines, fact or fiction, maps, current immigration 

Science:  Inherited traits, basic needs of plants, structures of animals and plants, how animals survive 

Math: Multiplication, counting money, number forms, time 

Language Arts: Nonfiction text features, poems, songs, fact and opinion 

Art: Lotus Festival Artists, how our life experiences influence the ways we relate to art  

Library: Her Left Foot: the Statue of Liberty; how stories travel; Freedom in Congo Square- African American music  

Music:  How songs travel with people; Lotus Festival connecitons  

PE:  Diverse professional sports teams and rosters.  Skilled athletes have opportunities to move and travel . 

Spanish: Immigration and movement in Spanish speaking countries; El dia de los muertos / ofrendas; Las Posadas  

Social Justice: Diversity > treating others with respect, people are similar and different, diversity in historic context 



WHERE WE ARE IN PLACE AND TIME  University School FOURTH GRADE 4 
An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between, and the interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations from local and global perspectives.  

Central Idea:   Journeys create change in our world.  

Lines of inquiry.  An inquiry into... 

1. causes of migration (causation) 
2. adaptation and survival (change) 
3. the personal and societal effects of journeys (reflection) 

Key Concepts: 
Causation:  Why is it as it is? 
Change: How is it transforming? 

Related Concepts: 
Migration 
Impact 

Learner Profile: 
Risk Takers 
Communicators 
Open-minded 

Approaches to Learning: 
Thinking skills 
Communication skills 

BIG IDEAS AND OTHER CONNECTIONS 

Social Studies: Indiana history, human migration, government and laws, Native American history, geography, maps,   

Science:  Sun, moon, gravitational pull, tides, environment, ecosystems, adaptations, animal migration, native and invasive species, weather 

Math: Analyzing data, timelines, distance, rate, time, charting and graphing patters 

Language Arts: Point of view, problem and solution, compare and contrast, fact and opinion, text features, writing from perspective 

Art: How do our experiences influence the ways we relate to art?  

Library: Maps of real and imaginary places; journeys in literature 

Music: How songs travel with people (connections to Lotus Festival, Underground Railroad songs, We Shall Overcome, Indiana history songs). 

PE:  Evolution of sports and games, new rules, the journey and history of soccer  

Spanish: Chocolate, the exchange of goods, in New/Old Worlds  

Social Justice: Curiosity about the lived experiences of others, self esteem and the dignity of others, bias 



WHERE WE ARE IN PLACE AND TIME  University School FIFTH GRADE 5 
An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between, and the interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations from local and global perspectives.  

Central Idea:  Exploration and colonization change the world.  

Lines of inquiry.  An inquiry into... 

1. motivations of explorers and colonists 
2. how the availability of natural resources determines success or failure 
3. impacts of exploration and colonization on people, animals, and environments 

Key Concepts: 
Responsibility: What are our obligations? 
Change: How is it transforming? 
Perspective: What are the points of view? 

Related Concepts: 
Discovery 
Colony 
Resources 

Learner Profile: 
Risk Takers 
Reflective 

Approaches to Learning: 
Communication skills 
Self-management skills 

BIG IDEAS AND OTHER CONNECTIONS 

Social Studies: Exploration, colonization, rights/civil rights, black history, impact of humans 

Science:  Floating and sinking, conservation of mass, mixtures and solutions, displacement 

Math: Calculations and budgets 

Language Arts: journal writing, letter writing, poetry, research paper, essay writing 

Art: Artists who have broken new ground  

Library: Team Moon > lunar exploration and collaborative problem solving  

Music:  How music is influenced by exploration/colonization/technology; impact of art and   

music / indigenous people 

PE:  Historical games during colonization  

Spanish: Pre-Columbian civilizations and the effect of Columbus and other conquistadors on New and Old Worlds (Columbian Exchange); 

Afrolatino culture  

Social Justice: Impact of bias and injustice; power and privilege; history of social justice 



WHERE WE ARE IN PLACE AND TIME  University School SIXTH GRADE 6 
An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind; the relationships between, and the interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations from local and global perspectives.  

Central Idea:  The development of modern societies is related to previous civilizations. 

Lines of inquiry.  An inquiry into... 

1. the impact of geography on cultural centers (causation) 
2. how past achievements shape modern society (connection) 
3. understanding cultural universals (perspective) 

Key Concepts: 
Causation:  Why is it as it is? 
Connection: How is it linked to another thing? 
Perspective: What are the points of view? 

Related Concepts: 
Civilization 
Structure 
Influence 

Learner Profile: 
Knowledgeable 
Thinkers 
Communicators 

Approaches to Learning: 
Social skills 
Communication skills 
Research skills 

BIG IDEAS AND OTHER CONNECTIONS 

Social Studies: Greek city states, forms of government, cultural universals, ancient civilizations 

Science:  Seasons, moon phases, eclipses, tides, planets 

Math: proportion, symmetry, balance, calculating circumference of the earth 

Language Arts: Journal entries, research strategies, note-taking, primary and secondary sources,   

biography, summarizing/ paraphrasing/quoting.  

Art: Art over time—the progression of artists’ work over time  

Library: Storytelling with cultural universals  

Music:  Why do humans make music? Musical styles; how music changes over time and spreads   

across the globe; Greek music  

PE:  Early Olympics sports; origins of the messenger race from Marathon to Athens, 25 miles, close    

to the 26.2 of today’s race. 

Spanish: Roman/Arabic influence on Spain; Spain’s influence in the New World; Pre Columbian civilizations  

Social Justice: Diversity in social, cultural, political and historical contexts ; membership in identity groups throughout history 


